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EXPEDITION HIGHLIGHTS

•  Travel in spacious, refurbished 1920s British Pullman cars on the
elegant Transcantábrico Gran Lujo, remodeled in 2010.

•  Admire diverse architectural styles, from the pre-Romanesque gems
of Oviedo to Bilbao’s Guggenheim Museum.

•  Stroll amid emerald lakes, limestone peaks, and mountain meadows in
Picos de Europa National Park.

•  Stay in a historic parador in Santiago de Compostela, and savor the
region’s cuisine and fine wines.

ITINERARY    |   11  DAYS

DAYS 1 AND 2  U.S./SANTIAGO DE  
COMPOSTELA, SPAIN
Depart on an overnight flight to Santiago de 
Compostela, the end point of the Way of St. James 
pilgrimage route. Check in to our stunning 15th-
century parador and gather for a welcome dinner. 
PARADOR HOSTAL DOS REIS CATÓLICOS (D)

DAY 3  SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA/FERROL/
VIVEIRO
On a tour of Santiago’s historic city center, a 
UNESCO World Heritage site, visit the majestic 
cathedral that has drawn pilgrims for centuries. 
Board our train in Ferrol and set off for Viveiro.   
EL TRANSCANTÁBRICO GRAN LUJO (B, L, D)

DAYS 4 AND 5  RIBADEO/LUARCA/AVILÉS/ 
CUDILLERO/OVIEDO
At our first stop, Ribadeo, we see the soaring rock 

formations at Las Catedrales beach. 
Explore the ethnographic site of Os 
Teixois, and enjoy lunch at an elegant 
parador. Spend the night in the 
fishing village of Luarca and enjoy a 
Spanish guitar performance. The next 
day, travel to Avilés to visit the cul-
tural complex designed by architect 
Oscar Niemeyer and the village of 
Cudillero. In Oviedo, venture into the church of  
San Julián de los Prados, a World Heritage site.  
(B, L, D; B, D)

DAY 6  PICOS DE EUROPA NATIONAL PARK/
COVADONGA/LLANES
Take an excursion into the dramatic mountains 
of Picos de Europa National Park, and visit the 
historic basilica in Covadonga. The train brings us 
to Llanes for the night. (B, L)

DAY 7  POTES/COMILLAS   
Journey to the medieval town of Potes, and see 
the 15th-century Infantado Tower and the historic 
monastery. Stop in at a local winery before stop-
ping at Capricho de Gaudí, one of the first build-
ings designed by Antoni Gaudí. (B, L, D)

DAY 8  SANTILLANA DEL MAR/SANTANDER
Visit the Altamira Museum and learn about the 
prehistoric cave paintings found here. Then explore 
Santillana del Mar, one of Europe’s best preserved 
medieval villages. After lunch at the Parador Gil 
Blas, board our train for Santander. This evening, 
sample Spanish tapas on a walk through town. (B, D)

DAY 9  BILBAO/VILLASANA DE MENA
Take a city tour of Bilbao, and explore the cutting-
edge Guggenheim Museum, designed by Frank 
Gehry. Enjoy dinner at an acclaimed restaurant.  
(B, D)

SPAIN’S NORTHERN COAST BY PRIVATE RAIL

Above: Covered in the fuschia velvet of blooming ice 
plants, Pancha Island juts into the Bay of Biscay just off 
the coast of Ribadeo.

DAYS 10 AND 11  SAN SEBASTIÁN/
HONDARRIBIA/U.S.
After breakfast, disembark and travel to the lively 
town of San Sebastián. Stroll the crescent-shaped 
beach and the old town, and toast our journey at a 
farewell dinner. The next morning, transfer to the 
airport for your return flight.  
PARADOR DE HONDARRIBIA (B, D; B)

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC EXPERT

Tim Weed is an award-winning 
author, outdoorsman, and 
independent explorer who 
has lived and worked in more 
than 25 countries.His articles 
on travel, history, outdoor 

adventure, and the writing craft have appeared 
in numerous publications as well as National 
Geographic’s Intelligent Travel blog. 
TIM WILL ACCOMPANY THE SEPTEMBER 1 DEPARTURE. SEE OUR 
WEBSITE FOR THE EXPERT ON THE OTHER DEPARTURE. 

INFORMATION

Dates: 

Expedition Cost:  
Price is per person, double occupancy. Two smaller 
compartments are available for singles at the price of 
_______. International airfare to Santiago de 
Compostela and return from San Sebastián is not 
included in the expedition cost.

About our train, El Transcantábrico Gran Lujo:
The deluxe Transcantábrico Gran Lujo is a narrow-gauge 
train with original British Pullman coaches that have 
been elegantly refurbished. Suites feature one queen 
or two twin beds, a living room, large windows, and 
a private bathroom with a shower. The train travels 
during the day, allowing passengers to take in the 
scenery along our route and sleep in quiet and comfort 
while the train is parked at night. Visit our website for 
additional photos. National Geographic has reserved 
all 14 suites. 

Optional Extension:
Add a three-day pre-trip extension to Barcelona. Visit 
our website or call for details.

RESERVE ONLINE AT NATIONALGEOGRAPHICEXPEDITIONS.COM


